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To: 
The Electoral Commission 
 

Subject: Legal Obligation to Call Local Elections & Prevent 
Councils from Operating Beyond Their Mandate 

Dear Electoral Commission Representative, 

This letter serves as a formal legal demand for the Electoral 
Commission to fulfil its statutory duty and ensure that all scheduled 
local elections take place as required under UK law. The cancellation or 
postponement of these elections is a direct violation of electoral law 
and undermines the democratic integrity of local governance. 

As of May 1, 2025, the electoral mandate of many county councillors 
will expire. Any attempt to govern beyond this date without re-election 
is unlawful, and any decision made by such councils will lack legal 
authority. The Electoral Commission has a legal obligation to prevent 
this and to ensure that councils do not operate outside their 
democratic legitimacy. 

 

LEGAL FRAMEWORKS REQUIRING LOCAL ELECTIONS 

• Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 
(PPERA) – Section 5 
Establishes the Electoral Commission and mandates its duty to 
ensure fair electoral processes and uphold democratic 
integrity. Cancelling elections without lawful justification is a 
breach of this responsibility. 

• Representation of the People Act 1983 
Mandates that elections must be held at legally defined 



intervals. Failure to conduct elections as scheduled is a violation 
of this Act. 

• Electoral Administration Act 2006 
Strengthens the Electoral Commission’s duty to ensure free 
and fair elections and prevent political interference or undue 
influence in the electoral process. 

• Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction 
Act 2009 
Ensures local governance remains democratically 
accountable. Councils continuing beyond their electoral term 
without elections are acting unlawfully, and the Electoral 
Commission is required to uphold democratic accountability. 

• Human Rights Act 1998 (Article 3, Protocol 1) 
Guarantees free and fair elections at regular intervals. If the 
Electoral Commission allows councils to continue governing 
beyond their term without elections, it is facilitating a violation of 
democratic rights. 

• Common Law Precedents 
The principle of "democratic legitimacy" means no governing 
body can function beyond its lawful term without fresh 
elections. The Electoral Commission has a duty to uphold this 
standard. 

The law is clear: once an electoral term expires, an elected official 
ceases to have legal authority. Any council continuing to operate 
beyond this date is acting unlawfully. 

 

 THE ELECTORAL COMMISSION’S LEGAL DUTY 

As the national body responsible for overseeing elections, the Electoral 
Commission has a statutory obligation to: 

• Ensure elections take place as legally required. 

• Prevent councils from operating beyond their democratic 
mandate. 

•  Publicly confirm that councils continuing past their term 
without elections are unlawful. 

A failure to act would mean the Electoral Commission itself is 
complicit in enabling unlawful governance, which could lead to legal 
consequences, including judicial review. 



 

 CONSEQUENCES OF NON-COMPLIANCE 

• Any decisions made by councils beyond May 1, 2025—
including council tax increases, spending decisions, and 
policy enforcement—will be legally void and challengeable in 
court. 

• We will be informing citizens of their legal rights to challenge 
unlawful councils and to demand immediate elections. 

• A refusal by the Electoral Commission to fulfil its duty could 
result in legal action for failing to uphold electoral law. 

 

 FORMAL DEMAND FOR ACTION 

Given the serious constitutional and legal implications, we demand 
the following: 

• A formal public statement confirming that all cancelled or 
postponed local elections must take place as required by law. 

• A legal explanation outlining the Electoral Commission’s 
position on councils operating without an electoral mandate. 

•  A clear directive ensuring that all local authorities adhere to 
their electoral obligations. 

We expect a formal response within 14 days. Failure to provide clear 
legal justification or corrective action will result in further legal 
escalation, including potential referral to judicial review and public 
legal challenges. 

This is not a procedural request—it is a demand for legal compliance. 
Any refusal to act will confirm the Electoral Commission’s failure to 
uphold democratic integrity and will be treated accordingly in all future 
political and legal actions. 

Yours sincerely, 

Madeleine Hunt 
General Secretary, Heritage Party 
On behalf of Heritage Party members, supporters, and unlawfully 
treated British citizens 



 


