
 

FORMAL DEMAND FOR LEGAL ACCOUNTABILITY: UK 
GOVERNMENT’S VIOLATION OF ELECTORAL LAW & 
DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES 

Madeleine Hunt 
General Secretary, Heritage Party 
77, 26 The Hornet, Chichester 
PO19 7BB 
gensec@heritageparty.org 

06.02.2025 

To: 
Angela Rayner MP – Deputy Prime Minister 
Jim McMahon MP – Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing, 
and Communities 
Keir Starmer MP – Prime Minister 
House of Commons 
London 
SW1A 0AA 

Subject: Unlawful Election Cancellations, Breach of Electoral Law & 
Abuse of Public Office 

Dear Deputy, Prime Minister Rayner, Secretary McMahon, and 
Prime Minister Starmer, 

This letter serves as a formal legal challenge to the UK Government’s 
role in supporting and enabling the cancellation of local elections across 
multiple councils. The decision to postpone these elections is not only a 
direct assault on democratic governance but also a breach of UK 
electoral law and a potential criminal offense under UK law regarding 
Misconduct in Public Office and Abuse of Position. 

Local elections exist to ensure lawful, democratic representation at the 
council level. As of May 1, 2025, the electoral mandate of many 
county councillors will expire, meaning any attempt to govern 
beyond this date without fresh elections is legally void. 

The UK Government has a legal obligation to prevent this and to ensure 
that councils do not operate outside their democratic legitimacy. 



Furthermore, your active role in this scheme raises serious questions 
about your own political legitimacy. A Prime Minister, minister, or 
political leader who endorses the unlawful suspension of elections 
is unfit to govern in a democratic system. 

 

- BREACH OF ELECTORAL LAW & CRIMINAL LIABILITY 

Your actions, whether by direct instruction or tacit support, conflict with 
legally binding UK electoral statutes and could be subject to criminal 
investigation: 

• Representation of the People Act 1983 – Governs free and fair 
elections. Blocking scheduled elections without a legal mandate is 
a violation of this Act. 

• Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 – 
Regulates the integrity of elections and political processes. Any 
political party interfering with scheduled elections for political gain 
could be subject to investigation. 

• Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction 
Act 2009 – Ensures local governance remains democratically 
accountable. Councils continuing beyond their electoral term 
without elections are acting unlawfully, and the UK Government is 
required to uphold democratic accountability. 

• Local Government Act 1972 – Requires local councils to 
function through elected representatives. Postponing elections 
beyond legal electoral cycles removes democratic legitimacy, 
rendering their governance constitutionally unsound. 

• Human Rights Act 1998 (Article 3, Protocol 1) – Establishes 
the right to free and fair elections at reasonable intervals. 
Postponing elections to maintain unelected officials in power 
violates this fundamental right. 

• Misconduct in Public Office (Common Law Criminal Offense) 
– A public officer who wilfully neglects to perform their duty or 
engages in misconduct to an extent that amounts to an abuse of 
public trust is guilty of this criminal offense. 
By endorsing and upholding councils that have no legal mandate, 
the UK Government is abusing public trust and facilitating unlawful 
governance. 

• Fraud Act 2006 (Section 4 – Abuse of Position) – This law 
applies when a person in a position of authority dishonestly 
abuses their power to cause a gain or a loss. 



 If councils raise taxes or make financial decisions after their 
mandate expires, UK Government officials who support this could 
be implicated in financial misconduct. 

These violations constitute an abuse of power and may be subject to 
formal legal challenge and judicial review. 

 

- QUESTIONS OF POLITICAL LEGITIMACY 

• If the UK Government endorses the unlawful suspension of free 
elections at the local level, what assurances do citizens have that 
this will not be extended to national elections? 

• If the UK Government is willing to manipulate local elections for 
political gain, how can the public trust its commitment to 
democratic governance? 

• A Prime Minister or minister who defends election cancellations 
has no moral or legal authority to claim leadership in a democratic 
system. 

• Your actions set a dangerous precedent, undermining the very 
foundations of electoral integrity. If local democracy can be 
suspended for political convenience, where does it stop? 

 

- CONSEQUENCES OF THIS ILLEGAL ACTION 

• As of May 1, 2025, councillors whose electoral terms have ended 
will cease to have a democratic mandate. Any governance 
beyond this date will be operating unlawfully. 

• Any decisions made by these councils after their lawful term 
expires—including council tax rises, public spending, and policy 
enforcement—may be rendered void and legally contestable. 

• We will be publicly informing citizens of their legal rights to 
dissolve councils that have lost democratic legitimacy and to 
demand immediate elections through legal and public 
mechanisms. 

• We are prepared to escalate this issue through legal, 
parliamentary, and public channels if necessary. 

 

- FORMAL DEMAND FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION 



Given the serious constitutional and legal implications, we demand the 
following: 

• A formal public statement confirming that all cancelled or 
postponed local elections must take place as required by law. 

• A legal explanation outlining the UK Government’s position on 
councils operating without an electoral mandate. 

• A clear directive ensuring that all local authorities adhere to their 
electoral obligations. 

We expect a formal response within 14 days. Failure to provide clear 
legal justification or corrective action will result in further legal escalation, 
including potential referral to judicial review and public legal challenges. 

This is not a procedural request; it is a demand for legal compliance. 
Any refusal to act will confirm the UK Government’s failure to uphold 
democratic integrity and will be treated accordingly in all future political 
and legal actions. 

Yours sincerely, 

Madeleine Hunt 
General Secretary, Heritage Party 
On behalf of Heritage Party members, supporters, and unlawfully treated 
British citizens 

 
 


